Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: Khutsubani Cemetery.
Type of archaeological site: Cult structure
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Late Bronze-Iron Age, 8th-7th centuries BC
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) – Georgia, Kobuleti municipality, Kintrishi valley, village Khutsubani. GPS coordinates: N 41˚ 48.057 E 041˚ 51.168
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
Information about the Late Bronze Age archaeological monuments of Khutsubani dates back to as early as 1879, when the prominent Georgian public figure Gulo Kaikatsishvili visited the Kintrishi River. During the construction of a military bridge over the Kintrishi River (between Khutsubani and Kobuleti), he accidentally discovered bronze axes and presented one of them to Sergey Meskhi, editor of the newspaper Droeba. In reports submitted to the Fifth Congress of Archaeologists in 1881, G. Tsereteli and A. Komarov drew particular attention to these discoveries. According to a letter by A. Komarov, in the autumn of 1881 Gulo Kaikatsishvili discovered a number of interesting artifacts in the collapsed soil along the banks of the Kintrishi River in Khutsubani; subsequently, at his request and expense, archaeological investigations were conducted at the site by the French journalist Jean Mourier, who also discovered a bronze axe.
The Khutsubani finds also attracted the attention of Grigol Gurieli and Ekvtime Takaishvili in the 1890s. In 1896, Ekvtime Takaishvili conducted archaeological excavations in the area indicated by Gulo Kaikatsishvili. A burnt layer containing stone tools, fragments of iron or bronze spearheads, and ceramic material was uncovered.
The whereabouts of the archaeological material discovered in the 1880s and 1890s - including bronze axes, spearheads, fibulae, belt fragments, bracelets, bronze vessels, bronze lion figurines, bronze buckles, some bearing horse-head motifs, beads of various materials and forms, and ceramics - remain unknown to this day.
In 1944, archaeological excavations were conducted at the site by Avtandil Ioseliani, confirming the existence of a Late Bronze Age - Early Iron Age cemetery. Eight burial pits were uncovered, situated close to one another at the confluence of the Kintrishi and Uriasghele rivers. These were individual, quadrangular burial pits with rounded corners. The dimensions of the stone cairns constructed over the graves were approximately twice those of the burial pits themselves (for example, Grave No. 1 measured 1.50 m in length, while the stone cairn measured 3.70 m).
Archaeologist N. Gobejishvili drew attention to the shape of the Khutsubani tombs. According to the researcher, the pit tombs at Khutsubani are most closely comparable in construction to those at Tlia, Ergeta I, Kumushi, Nesterovskaya, and Muzhichi.
No human remains were found at Khutsubani. The large quantities of ash and charcoal recovered from the pits indicate that cremation was practiced. It is believed that the deceased were cremated in the tombs together with their belongings, in a supine position.
As a result of the 1944 excavations, a small quantity of ceramic material was recovered, of which a cup with a conical base is relatively well preserved. The bronze artifacts include Type I Colchian axes, a single-winged axe, a miniature axe, figurines, an umbo, and decorated belt fragments. Among the iron artifacts, only a small section of a blade and its handle have been preserved. Sardonyx and glass beads are also well preserved.
Part of the burial assemblage recovered from the Khutsubani cemetery is preserved at the Khariton Akhvlediani Museum of the Adjara Museum.
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