Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: The Zeniti Winepress
Type of archaeological site: Agricultural structure/Winepress
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Ancient period, 3rd century BC.
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Kobuleti Municipality, village Zeniti, 41° 49.156'N 41° 54.198'E
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
The first description of the Zeniti winepress is given by Kh. Akhvlediani, who refers to it as the “Mamuka Tavdgiridze’s” winepress. D. Khakhutaishvili considers the press to be of ancient times based on its similarity to the presses discovered in Uplistsikhe. The winepress was visited and studied in 1956 by the Kobuleti archaeological expedition of the Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History, led by Nino Khoshtaria. In 1960, reconnaissance archaeological excavations were conducted in connection with the winepress by A. Ramishvili, a scientist-worker at the Batumi Scientific Research Institute.
The monolithic stone winepress of the village of Zeniti, adjacent to the Mtirala National Park, dates back to the 3rd century BC. The stone winepress has a conical shape. The winepress, oriented from west to east, worked by means of a lever and a press. It consists of two sections and is connected to each other by an open channel and a hole. The first section, which forms a rectangle in plan, represents the winepress itself, where the grapes were pressed, while the second section, which forms a square in plan, represents a separately carved pool where the grape juice was collected. The bottom of the winepress is located higher than the edge of the pool, so the juice flowed into it during the pressing of the grapes. The pool is so large that it would not have been necessary to transfer the juice to the pitchers during the pressing. The total length of the winepress of the Zeniti winepress is 8 m, its width is 3, and the depth of the upper part is 1 meter. 0.20X0.30 m at the wall. Dimensions of the pool: length - 1.40 m, width - 1.20 m, height of the surviving walls - 0.28 m.
The Zeniti Winepress has been granted the status of a cultural heritage monument under number 11602 (2007).
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