Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: Village of Kobuleti, Mesolithic settlement

Type of archaeological site: Settlement

Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Mesolithic, 10th - 9th millennia BC.

Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Kobuleti, Kintrishi valley, village Kobuleti; N 41 59.386 E 042 13.431

History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
The Stone Age settlement of Kobuleti is located approximately 8-10 km from the village. The site is an open-air settlement situated on an ancient terrace of the river. The terrace rises approximately 20-30 m above the surrounding area and covers a total area of more than 1 ha. Archaeological investigations have shown that the terrace was inhabited by prehistoric humans, as evidenced by Stone Age cultural layers preserved across much of the area, along with associated archaeological artifacts. The archaeological site is currently located within the homestead of N. Inaishvili in the village of Kobuleti.
The first information about the archaeological site was provided by the prominent Georgian archaeologists Nino Berdzenishvili and Lamara Nebieridze, who conducted archaeological reconnaissance at the settlement in 1963 (Berdzenishvili and Nebieridze 1964: 7-16).
Between 1973 and 1986, the Stone Age settlement of Kobuleti was systematically investigated by archaeologist Sergo Gogitidze, who uncovered more than 30,000 artifacts and other archaeological finds (Gogitidze 1978; 2008).
Between 2019 and 2025, archaeological investigations at the Kobuleti settlement resumed with the financial support of Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University, the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia, and the Kobuleti Municipality City Hall. The international archaeological research project was led by Guram Chkhatarashvili. In addition to archaeologists, specialists from various natural-science disciplines - including palynology, geochemistry, geophysics, archaeobotany, and geology - participated in the research.
The archaeological campaigns yielded a substantial assemblage of archaeological material, comprising approximately 35,000 finds, of which around 3,000 are stone tools. The cores include cylindrical and pencil-shaped forms, from which straight bladelets and microlamellae were produced using the hand-pressure technique. The tool assemblage comprises several categories. Scrapers are predominantly made on flakes, while a small number are made on blades and microlamellae. A significant group consists of tools manufactured on large, thick flakes. Cutting tools are particularly notable for their variety and abundance. Most were made on blades and microlamellae and are represented mainly by end and lateral truncations.
In addition, interdisciplinary research has provided important insights into the environmental conditions in which prehistoric humans lived (a warm climate), their principal subsistence activity (hunting), their contacts with neighbouring regions (southern Georgia, Javakheti, and Eastern Anatolia), lithic technology (the pressure-flaking technique), and the chronological framework of the site, among other aspects (Chkhatarashvili, 2023; 2025; Chkhatarashvili et al., 2020; Chkhatarashvili and Manko, 2020; Chkhatarashvili and Glascock, 2022).
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