Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: Pichvnari Hill Settlements Site
Type of archaeological site: Settlement
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Second half of the 2nd millennium BC - I millennium BC
   Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Georgia, Kobuleti Municipality, Pichvnari. GPS: 41° 53.291'N 41° 47.241'E
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
Circumstances of Discovery: The archaeological site of Pichvnari first attracted scholarly attention following the accidental discovery of coin hoards in 1941, 1948, and 1952. These finds led to the first reconnaissance investigations in 1953 and 1956 at the ancient hill settlements located between the Choloki and Ochkhamuri rivers. The work was carried out by the archaeological expedition of the Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History under the direction of archaeologist Nino Khoshtaria. The expedition began investigating one of the mounds known locally as “Namcheduri.”
Research Conducted at the Site: During the 1960s - 1980s, systematic archaeological excavations of the Pichvnari hilltop settlements were carried out by the Niko Berdzenishvili Research Institute of Batumi. Since 1999, investigations have been continued by the Batumi Archaeological Museum (Amiran Kakhidze Archaeological Museum of Ajara) and the Agency for Cultural Heritage Protection of Ajara. At various times, the site was studied by archaeologists David Khakhutaishvili, Amiran Kakhidze, and Irakli Chavleishvili. The graphic documentation of the site and its artifacts is closely associated with Anzor Javelidze, artist and architect.
Between 1960 and 1961, small-scale archaeological investigations were carried out at the site. Several trial trenches were opened, and surface material was collected. In 1962, the approximate boundaries of the settlement were established. A schematic topographic plan was prepared in 1963, and limited excavations were conducted during the same year. The site was divided into several sectors, the central hill settlement being “Namcheduri” (Tab. I), which is the best-studied area of the complex. As a result of investigations conducted in 1964 - 1965 and during the 1970s -1980s, six cultural layers were identified at Namcheduri, spanning the period from the second half of the 2nd millennium BC to the 1st millennium BC. Surrounding Namcheduri are a number of settlements situated on both large and small mounds, encircled by artificial ditches. These settlements are likewise characterized by multiple cultural layers.
The site has yielded the remains of residential and economic structures (Tabs. I/1,2; III/1), a metallurgical workshop (Tab. III/2), and a rich and diverse assemblage of artifacts related to domestic, economic, and cultic activities (Tabs. IV, V, VI). These finds provide valuable evidence for the social, economic, and cultural processes that took place at Pichvnari during the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age and the Classical period, as well as its connections with the wider world. The evidence indicates that, during the 2nd millennium BC, a number of communal, proto-urban settlements emerged in the confluence zone of the Choloki and Ochkhamuri rivers (Tab. II). By the 8th-7th centuries BC, these settlements had expanded beyond the river confluence area to encompass the territory extending from the rivers to the New Black Sea terrace. It has been suggested that this settlement developed into an urban-type center during the Classical period.
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