Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: Kalota Church Ruins
Type of archaeological site: Cultic Structure
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) – High Middle Ages, 11th-13th centuries
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Georgia, Khulo municipality, Skhalta valley, village Kalota 41° 31.869'N 42° 28.202'E.
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
The remains of the church in the village of Kalota (tab. I/1, II) have attracted the attention of visitors and researchers since early times. Until the 40s and 50s of the 20th c, the church was quite well preserved. At the beginning of the 21st century, the eastern wall with a lining was partially preserved, with a part of the vaulted roof, the rest was broken almost to the level of the foundation.
Archaeological excavations were carried out on the church ruins in 1988-1990. The monument was investigated by Shota Mamuladze. According to the research, it turns out that at one time the Kalota church was faced with finely processed and carved stone. During the excavation of the architectural complex, fragments of ornamented stones and cornices were found. An inscription was also preserved on one of them.
The church is an elongated hall-type building with a semicircular apse on the eastern side. Rectangular arches are built into the southern and northern walls of the apse. The altar section of the apse is elevated and is separated from the hall by vertically arranged, fairly well-finished stone slabs. The floor of the altar and hall was covered with a 15-20 cm thick slab. According to the surviving part of the building, it appears that the walls had pilasters.
To the east and south of the church, in the courtyard, individual and collective burials were held (Tab. II). More than 10 people were often buried in a collective burial. The plague survivor would gather the bones of the previous deceased together to bury the newly deceased and leave them in the corner of the burial. In addition to the burials, several stone burials are also found (Tab. I/2). Some of the deceased had their mouths covered with a piece of a jar or jug. Child mortality was common.
Among the small number of ceramic materials found in Kalota, the leading place is occupied by vessels, some of which are decorated. Horizontally arranged circular stripes and a net-like ornament are found. In addition to vessels, jugs have been found.
According to the artistic-stylistic data of the monument, according to the archaeological material and epigraphic inscription, the Kalota Church is dated to the XI-XIII centuries. However, burials dating to the 14th - 16th centuries have also been identified in the cemetery.
The artifacts discovered on the church site are preserved at the Amiran Kakhidze Batumi Archaeological Museum, LEPL Museum of Ajara.

Bibliography: 
1. Mamuladze Sh., Medieval Archaeological Monuments of the Ajaristskali Gorge, Batumi, 1993.
2. Mamuladze Sh., Kalota Church and its Cemetery. - Proceedings of the Batumi Archaeological Museum, IV, Batumi, 2007, pp. 78-92 (pdf)
3. Kakhidze A., Mamuladze Sh., Archaeological Monuments of Ajara, Tbilisi, 2016 (pdf)



