Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: The Hoard of Zundaga
Type of archaeological site: Hoard
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Late Bronze Age, 10th-9th centuries BC
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Georgia, Keda Municipality, village Zundaga, Ajaristskali Gorge, GPS: N 41°34.140′ E 41°49.910′ 
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
Study/research history: In 1994, Bekir Mustafa Kobuladze, a resident of the village of Zundaga, while cultivating the land, near the Ajaristskali Gorge highway at the end of the village, in the vicinity of the “Megverda-Mosaperta” site (the right bank of the Ajaristskali River), accidentally found bronze objects packed in a clay pot. These are: a Central-Transcaucasian bronze axe, a flat axe, a bracelet, two massive rings, and two pieces of belt buckle.
Research Conducted on the Monument: The scientific investigation of the hoard is primarily associated with the work of archaeologists Amiran Kakhidze and Shota Mamuladze. Particular scholarly attention has been devoted to the so-called Central Transcaucasian axe (Tab. I/1), as no comparable specimen had previously been identified within the territory of Adjara. The geographical distribution of this weapon type extends from the southern slopes of the Caucasus Range in the north to the Nukha-Mingechauri zone in the east, and to the middle course of the Araksi River in the south. To the west, such finds are generally recorded beyond the Surami Range. The most distant and chronologically earliest parallel is represented by the depiction of the storm god Teshub, discovered at Boghazköy (Boğazkale), the site of the Hittite capital Hattusa, where the deity is portrayed holding a weapon of similar form. Based on typological analysis and comparative evidence, the Zundaga axe is regarded as an early variant of the Central Transcaucasian axe tradition. 
A. Kakhidze and Sh. Mamuladze associate the flat axe (Tab. I/2) with the ancient centres of Anatolian civilization in Asia Minor. They note that flat axes of the first type, closely resembling the Zundaga specimen, have been recovered from hoards in southwestern Georgia dated to the 12th-10th centuries BC. This evidence suggests the existence of cultural and technological connections between the South Caucasus and Anatolia during the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages. The functional interpretation of flat axes remains a subject of scholarly debate. Researchers have proposed a variety of uses for these implements, including woodworking and carpentry, agricultural activities, mining operations, leather processing, and warfare. 
The number of highly artistic products includes buckles (Tab. I/4, 6). The surface of one of them is completely covered with graphic decoration. It was first found in southwestern Georgia. It resembles buckles found in the tombs of the Tlia burial ground (Shida Kartli). Bracelets are also likened to Tlia materials (Tab. I/3). Bronze rings of this type are also widespread in the Colchian-Kobanian and Central-Transcaucasian cultures. Another missing item has survived from the Zundaga hoard, completely covered with a densely arranged wavy ornament. It is believed that the artefact was likely associated with the hafting mechanism of a hammer. 
According to the results of the research of the hoard of Zundaga, the researchers conclude that Southwest Georgia, Ajara, the oldest and most important center of the Colchian culture, was connected with the Central-Transcaucasian, Iberian culture with the headwaters of the Ajaristskali Gorge.
The discovered artefacts are stored in the LEPL Ajara Museum - Amiran Kakhidze Ajara Archaeological Museum.
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