Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: The Sikhalidzeebi Hoard
Type of archaeological site: Hoard
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Late Bronze Age, 12th-11th centuries BC.
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Georgia, Keda Municipality, Sikhalidzeebi Village, Akavreta (Merisi) Gorge, GPS 41°34'31" N, 41°59'17" E
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
Circumstances of Discovery: The Sikhalidzeebi Hoard was discovered accidentally in 1991 during road expansion works on the left bank of the Akavreta River, a tributary of the Ajaristskali River. The discovery was reported to archaeologists Amiran Kakhidze and Shota Mamuladze by Nazi Lortkipanidze, then Chief Curator of the Collections at the Ajara State Museum (currently the Khariton Akhvlediani Museum, LEPL Ajara Museum). Nazi Lortkipanidze had learned about the find from Roman Devadze, headmaster of the primary school in the nearby village of Kuchuli, located close to the discovery site. At the time, R. Devadze was also a student at the Faculty of Geography of Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University. When the archaeologists arrived to investigate the site, Roman Devadze served as their guide, assisting them in locating and examining the place where the hoard had been unearthed.
Archaeological Investigations Conducted at the Site: The Sikhalidzeebi Hoard comprises the following assemblage: 1) One bronze Colchian axe of Type I (Tab. I/2:1), characterized by a bifacially sharpened blade, a pointed-oval shaft hole, a relatively massive and high six-ribbed body, and an asymmetrical gorda-shaped cutting edge; 2) Six bronze Colchian axes of Type II, commonly referred to as gorda-shaped axes, of which two are currently missing. These specimens are distinguished by a high hammer-shaped butt, a pointed-oval shaft hole, a straight, high six-ribbed body, and a symmetrical gorda-shaped blade (Tab. I/2:2-4). 3) A bronze belt, preserved in a fragmented condition. The belt is plain and undecorated, relatively broad in form, with one rounded terminal perforated by eight holes intended for fastening or attachment (Tab. I/1). 4) Fragments of ceramic vessels, including numerous sherds decorated with fluted ornamentation, concentric circles interpreted as solar symbols, and horizontal incised grooves. These decorative motifs are characteristic of the material culture associated with the Late Bronze and Early Iron Age communities of the region.
The scientific investigation of the Sikhalidzeebi Hoard is primarily associated with the work of archaeologists Amiran Kakhidze and Shota Mamuladze. According to their research, both types of bronze axes represented in the hoard are genetically linked to the metallurgical and cultural traditions of southwestern Georgia. Particular attention has been devoted to the so-called gorda-shaped axes. Based on their geographical distribution, these weapons appear to be concentrated predominantly within the territory of Ajara, with discoveries reported from the villages of Chakvi-Chaisubani, Maradidi, Saghoreti, Pirveli Maisi, and Khikhadziri. Among these finds, however, only the Sikhalidzeebi Hoard represents a complete hoard assemblage, while the remaining discoveries consist of isolated artefacts. Beyond southwestern Georgia, examples of this axe type have also been recorded in other regions, including the village of Ude (Adigeni Municipality), the Borjomi Gorge, and the Kars region, indicating a broader geographical distribution and suggesting cultural interactions beyond their principal area of concentration. Another particularly significant component of the Sikhalidzeebi Hoard is the bronze belt. Unlike the richly ornamented bronze belts widely known from the Caucasian archaeological record, the Sikhalidzeebi specimen is plain in decoration and comparatively early in date.
The Sikhalidzeebi Hoard is of particular archaeological significance due to its association with a region renowned for its abundant copper resources. The hoard was discovered in the Akavreta (Merisi) Gorge, an area that, according to archaeological research, functioned not only as a source of copper ore extraction but also as an important centre for metallurgical production. Evidence suggests that raw materials were processed locally and transformed into bronze artefacts, including weapons, before being distributed beyond the region.
Today, the Sikhalidzeebi Hoard is preserved in the Amiran Kakhidze Ajara Archaeological Museum of LEPL Ajara Museum.
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