Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: Pichvnari Cult Site
Type of archaeological site: Cult Site
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Late Bronze-Early Iron Age, 2nd half of the 2nd millennium BC.
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Georgia, Kobuleti Municipality, Pichvnari, GPS 41˚53"527'' N 41˚46'851' E 
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
Circumstances of Discovery: During the archaeological excavations of the Hellenistic cemetery in Pichvnari in 1965, archaeologists observed that the burials and their associated grave goods were accompanied by varying quantities of ceramic fragments and stone artefacts, representing both domestic and ritual contexts. Preliminary analysis indicated that these materials dated to the late Middle Bronze Age and the early Late Bronze Age. Subsequent archaeological investigation confirmed that the Hellenistic cemetery had partially disturbed the cultural deposits of an earlier Bronze Age cult site.
Archaeological Investigations Conducted at the Site: Archaeological investigations of the Pichvnari cult site commenced in 1973, alongside the excavation of the Hellenistic cemetery. The expedition was directed by Aslan Inaishvili, with D. Khakhutaishvili serving as deputy director. Other members of the research team included Al. Ramishvili, I. Grdzelishvili, N. Vashakidze, I. Samsonia, and D. Davituliani. Fieldwork continued in 1974, when S. Gogitidze, L. Chkhaidze, A. Javelidze, and G. Bibileishvili joined the expedition. 
The excavations conducted during the 1973-1974 field seasons established the site's stratigraphic sequence. Archaeologists identified a humus layer approximately 20 cm thick overlying a 1.5-1.75 m thick yellowish sand layer containing a rich concentration of artefacts associated with ritual activities. During the cleaning and examination of the eastern, western, southern, and northern sections of the excavation trench, nine symmetrically arranged postholes were recorded (Tab. I). These features have been interpreted as the post foundations of a lightly constructed cult building. In the central part of the excavation, the remains of a 5 cm thick clay floor were uncovered. One preserved section of the floor, measuring 40 × 40 cm, had a distinctly straight northern edge. Resting on a compact blackish-red burnt layer were numerous deliberately fragmented ceramic vessels, suggesting intentional ritual breakage rather than accidental destruction. This assemblage provides important evidence for ceremonial practices carried out at the site during the Bronze Age.
As a result of archaeological investigations conducted at the monument, it was established that, before constructing the altar-offering place, where religious ceremonies associated with astral deities, fertility, and the cult of the bull were performed, the cult servants had carefully prepared the space. According to the data available to us from the pagan period, a prominent place is occupied by horn-protruding clay stands (Tab. IV/1, 2) and the so-called multi-compartmental domestic altar-offerings (Tab. III/2).
A large number of fragments of ceramic vessels intended for household and kitchen use have been discovered at the cult monument (Tab. II; III/1). The vessels are richly decorated. Floral motifs, horizontal grooves, incisions, knobs, triangles without bases, and symbolic representations of the sun are used as decorative elements. The ancient Colchians did not forget to offer clay spindle whorls as votive objects in honour of pagan deities either. All of them have a flat circular shape (Tab. IV/3).
Among the other finds, particular mention should be made of flint arrowheads, double-notched sinkers (net weights) made from river stones, stone grinding and crushing tools, and stone mortars/pounders.
The artefacts discovered at the site are preserved at the Amiran Kakhidze Ajara Archaeological Museum of the LEPL Ajara Museum.
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