Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: The Peat-Buried Settlement of Ispani
Type of archaeological site: settlement site
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) - Early Bronze Age - late 4th millennium BC – first half of the 3rd millennium BC.
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Georgia, Kobuleti Municipality, Ispani, GPS 41˚52'630'' N 41˚47'052'' E
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
Circumstances of Discovery: In 1964, during the construction of a drainage canal intended to dry the Ispani peat bog, a number of archaeological remains were discovered beneath the peat layer at a depth of approximately 2 metres. The finds included stone querns, handstones, pounders, grinding slabs, pebble loom weights used as net sinkers, sling stones, a stone axe, flint flakes, arrowheads, and sickle inserts, among other artifacts. In several sections of the excavated deposits removed from the canal, traces of hearths were visible. Within the carbonized ash were found remains of chestnuts, acorns, buckwheat, and hazelnut shells, providing valuable evidence of the subsistence practices of the site's inhabitants.
Archaeological Investigations Conducted at the Site: Between 1971 and 1974, archaeological excavations were carried out at the Ispani peat-buried settlement by a joint expedition of the Georgian Academy of Sciences and the Niko Berdzenishvili Research Institute, under the direction of Aslan Inaishvili. The investigation initially focused on the soil deposits excavated during the construction of drainage canals in the peat bog. In order to establish the site's stratigraphic sequence, three test trenches measuring 6 × 2 m were opened. The excavations revealed that the upper peat layer, approximately 1 m thick, contained no archaeological artifacts and consisted solely of preserved wood remains. Beneath the peat deposit, a cultural layer was identified and divided into two levels: an upper clayey layer approximately 30 cm thick and a lower silty layer approximately 145 cm thick. Remains of a pile-supported structure (round log structure/blockwork) were preserved within the clayey layer. Wooden piles, 10–15 cm in diameter, had been vertically inserted into pits dug into the ground. These piles likely supported a wattle-and-daub type building. The structures associated with the lower level, by contrast, were of timber frame construction (Tab. I/1).
Excavations at the settlement yielded a large quantity of ceramic material (Tab. II–III). Among the finds are both fragmentary and complete examples of domestic and cooking vessels. The assemblage includes vessels with flat and convex bases. Alongside handles with a flat cross-section attached to the rim and shoulder area, there are also examples featuring massive loop-shaped handles attached to the body of the vessel. The forms of large storage and utility vessels are often replicated in smaller tableware intended for everyday use. A variety of decorative motifs were employed, including horizontal bands, elongated lines, pronounced chevron patterns, relief bands, and other ornamental elements. The assemblage also includes fragments of black-burnished pottery, which exhibit close similarities to the later ceramic traditions of the Kura–Araxes culture.
The ceramic assemblage from Ispani represents one of the earliest stages in the development of Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age pottery traditions in western Transcaucasia, particularly within the region of Colchis. It shows close affinities with materials recovered from other coastal Colchian sites, such as Dikhagudzuba and Ochamchire. It has also been suggested that some of the pottery, particularly in terms of its decorative motifs, displays certain similarities to ceramic traditions of northern and central Anatolia. These parallels may reflect cultural contacts and interactions between the populations of the eastern Black Sea region and Anatolia during the Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age periods.
Among the ceramic artifacts recovered from the settlement is a sculptural representation of a female figure of cult significance (Tab. I/8), believed to embody the protective forces of fertility and reproduction. Similar figurines are widely known throughout the Ancient Near East. 
Also made of clay are several artifacts associated with metallurgical activities, including small cone-shaped nozzles and a bath-shaped miniature crucible (Tab. I/4, 5, 6). Evidence of metalworking is further represented by a wooden model of a shaft-hole axe (Tab. I/3). 
The assemblage of stone artifacts includes fragments of stone axes (Tab. I/3), flint arrowheads, stone hand-mills (querns) and sinkers.
Archaeological investigations have demonstrated that, during the final stage of the Early Bronze Age, the inhabitants of Ispani abandoned the settlement as a result of increasing water levels and the onset of transgressive processes, which led to the gradual marshification of the area. Over time, the abandoned settlement became covered by a thick layer of peat, ensuring the exceptional preservation of its archaeological remains.
The Ispani peat-buried settlement and the archaeological materials discovered there have been discussed and analysed in a number of scholarly publications and articles by David Khakhutaishvili, Amiran Kakhidze, and Nana Khakhutaishvili.
The majority of the artifacts discovered at the Ispani peat-buried settlement are preserved in the LEPL Ajara Museum, the Amiran Kakhidze Ajara Archaeological Museum, and the Khariton Akhvlediani Museum.
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