Passport of Archaeological Monument

Name of archaeological site: Dandalo Medieval Stone Arch Bridge
Type of archaeological site: Bridge
Chronological attribution (historical era, exact date) – AD 11th-13th centuries
Address (municipality, city, village, valley, GPS Coordinates) - Keda Municipality, Dandalo village, 41.646658/42.107911
History of study/research (circumstances of discovery, studies conducted on the monument, researchers working on the monument, bibliography):
History of study/research: The bridge is located in Keda district, on the territory of the village Dandalo, in the river Ajaristskalli valley, on the border of Upper and Lower Ajara; of the central track and village between Dandalo, at the narrowest point of the river (tab. I). Dandalo Bridge is characterized by a thin arch and refined proportions. The wide bridge is built on a rock cut from a volcanic rock. The carriageway of the bridge is covered with uneven stones. The piers are erected on the rock. There are two rows of pits on each pier, three nests in each row. The upper three pits on the left pier have been built. The two rows of pits reveal that the scaffolding was arranged in two rows. Piers widen upwards. The right pier is built on a rock, and the left pier is cut into the water. Over the centuries, in order to strengthen or repair the bridge, two rows of stone piles have been added to the surface, which are completely different from the original ones in terms of size, shape or nature of piles, and change the original appearance of the bridge, making the constructions heavier. The bridge with its light arch makes an indelible impression on the visitor. Due to the peculiarity of the plan (in the shape of the Latin letter S) it is difficult to build such bridges from the point of view of construction techniques, because the loads are unevenly distributed. The length of the carriageway of the bridge is 35.9 m, width in the middle - 2.7 m, on the banks near the piers - 3.6 m; The length of the bridge horizontally from pier to pier - 21.7 m; Height from the water level to the "hump" of the arch - 8.5 m. Height from the water level to the arch - 7.6 m.
Classification. Until recently, the exact number of stone arch bridges in Ajara was not known. Different authors indicate different numbers of bridges. Today, a total of about 35 bridges have been recorded in Adjara. Most of them are in ruins, but about fifteen bridges are relatively well preserved. They are mainly located on old trade and caravan routes and connected both the inner and outer worlds.
The majority of stone arch bridges are concentrated in the territory of Adjara, the historical Tao-Klarjeti and Chaneti-Lazeti regions. The art and architecture of the bridges here are almost the same. They are mainly classified into three groups:
1. One-centered bridges based on a geometric basis (circle).
2. Double, four-centered bridges raised on a horizontal platform
3. Circle-based multi-span stone arched bridges.
The Dandalo Bridge is the best example of four-center bridges in Adjara. The bridge construction is based on two different radii, which requires two horizontal construction platforms, which is confirmed. Bridges of similar construction are few in Shavsheti-Klarjeti, and relatively more in the coastal Chaneti-Lazeti.
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